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On Monday February 12th, school and  
parish came together to begin our Lenten 
journey.  Our grade 2/3 class read a poem 
called Ashes while Mr. Gallipeau burned 
palms from last year and Father Dave 
blessed them.  Students then received 
these Ashes at our School Mass on Ash 
Wednesday.  A special thank-you to Mrs. 

Miltenburg and Ms. Bauer who organized our gathering and to Mrs. 
Russell and Ms. Santarossa for leading us in song. 

 
 

 
 

MARCH BREAK 
March Break begins Monday, March 12th.  Students will    return 
to school on Monday, March 19th.  Have a  wonderful and safe 
break! 
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NEWSLETTER 

School Newsletters and 
Cash on Line 
Our website has many links.  Not 
only will school newsletters be on 
line, but you can also reach the 
following links:  Principal Message, 
School Council and much more.   

 

Please be sure to sign up for our 
newswire service.  Information 
about this is included in your fam-
ily package you received.  This is 
the direction our school will con-
tinue to take in helping us cut 
down in paper costs and to be en-
vironmentally friendly. 

An Irish Blessing: 

For each petal on the shamrock 
This brings a wish your way, 

Good health, good luck, and happiness 
For today and every day. 



 

School Improvement Plan 
Flexible thinking in mathematics continues to be a focus at St. Teresa of Avila.  Here 
are some of the benefits to using flexible strategies: 

1. Flexible strategies are number oriented rather than digit oriented.  Using the 
standard algorithm for 45 + 32, students lose the positional value of the digits and 
think of 4 + 3 instead of 40 + 30. 

2. Flexible strategies encompass a range of options rather than “one right way.” 

3. Students make fewer errors.  Research indicates that students using    methods 
they understand make fewer errors than when strategies are learned without      
understanding. 

4. Students develop number sense.  Students’ development and use of number-
oriented, flexible algorithms offer them a rich understanding of the number       
system. 

5. Student-generated strategies are the basis for mental computation and  estimation. 

6. Flexible methods are often faster than standard algorithms. Consider 76 + 46. A 
simple strategy might involve 70 + 40 = 110 and 6 +6 = 12.  The sum of 110 and 12 is 
122. 

7. Generating strategies is an important process of “doing mathematics.”     Students 
who use meaningful strategies are involved in the process of sense making and    
confidence building. 

Elementary and Middle School Mathematics by John A. Van de Walle 
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March Math Bit: The evolution of math class (Pt. 1)  
You may have noticed that Math class has changed quite a bit since you were in 
school! Students are expected to reason and prove their solutions in various 
ways.¹ Children benefit from repeated opportunities to “justify” or prove their 
math ideas in various settings in and out of the classroom.  

Supporting your mathematician(s) with reasoning and proving: 

 Share a problem and your math thinking. For example, “I have $10 to buy a few 
items from the store. Will I have enough money? I think I will because those 
items together would cost about $9.” 

 * Model how you prove your thinking. You might say, “This item can be  
rounded to $4, this one to $3 and this one to $2. Together that makes $9 which is 
less than $10.”      

OR  

 * Ask him/her to help you figure out a way to prove the thinking. You 
might say, “Humm...I want to be sure I have enough money. I wonder how we could 
prove it? What do you think we could  do?”  

Real-life opportunities to reason and prove or hear your thinking will benefit 
your mathematician greatly!  
  

¹ The Mathematics curriculum document, 2005. Ministry of Education.           
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 WINTER CARNIVAL/MARDI GRAS PARADE  

 

 

 

Concours Oratoire : The French Competition 
Saint Teresa of Avila had a spectacular showing at the Concours Oratoire again 
this year. 
Outstanding French Team members Olivia W., Addie F., Clyde C., Nadia H., Evan 
L. and Kassidy M. earned 3 First Place ribbons, 2 Second Place ribbons, and one 
Fourth place standing in this board-wide competition attended only by the   
bravest of students. Team members prepared during class and at recesses for 
this challenge.   
The French Team is very grateful to the parents and grandparents who drove 
our contestants and stayed to be the most supportive audience ever.   
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Girls Volleyball 

Our Girls' Volleyball Team was comprised 
of Grade 6, 7 & 8 students. It was a    
character building year. Many of the girls 
hadn't played Volleyball before and we're 
so proud of their ability to try something 
new and to start a strong St. Teresa      
tradition. The girls played in a tournament 
on February 20th at St. David C.S.S.. The 
girls faced 4 different schools and played 
every game so very well and tried their 
very best. The Girls' Volleyball Team would 
like to thank all of the volunteer drivers 
that helped make the day a success. We 
look forward to continuing to build on the 
strong foundation we've made this season! 

Boys Basketball 
 

Basketball Team: Austin, Josh, Justin, 
Nathan, Ryder, Cam, Alex, DK, Austin,  
Fraser, Brody, Bradyn, Cale, Brandon, 
Jett, Michael.  
The boys thoroughly enjoyed an afternoon 
of basketball.  They hustled and showed 
steady improvement as the tournament 
went on.  I would like to thank the parents 
volunteered their time to drive the stu-
dents to the tournament and the parents 
who came and cheered on the team 
throughout the day!  
 

Grade 4 Bible Celebration 
 
On Tuesday, February 27th the grade 4's re-
ceived their bibles during the Bible Celebra-
tion held at the church.  Father Dave provided 
many words of wisdom and asked the students 
questions about the bible.  The grade 4's 
would like to thank all those who attended to 
help them celebrate this special occasion. 
 



W
H
A
T
’S

 H
A
PP

EN
IN

G
 A

T
 S

T
. 

T
ER

ES
A
..

. 
WE Team News 

The Not A Latte Campaign in  
support of Days for Girls was 
very well supported by teachers, 
family, and community.  The WE 
Team far exceeded their original 
goal of $225, and collected three 
times that amount.  Yes, with 
nearly $750, the Kitchener      
division of Days for Girls will be 
able to ship 5 suitcases of        
reusable feminine hygiene      
products to developing countries, 
allowing 250 girls to continue 

their schooling. This is huge.  What a way to make a difference!  What a way to 
change the world for the better! 
The WE Team thanks all staff members, parents, and community members for 
their generous support of Not a Latte.   
Our WE Team girls were featured in the local Observer newspaper! See us at 
h ps://observerxtra.com/2018/02/22/students‐elmiras‐st‐teresa‐school‐launch‐campaign‐support‐educa on‐
girls‐overseas/ 

 
Skills Challenge 

Seventeen students represented our school at the WCDSB Skills Challenge at  
Conestoga College on Feb. 28th and March 1st.  The event involved activities       
consistent with the strands of the Ontario Science and Technology curriculum and 
engaged students in 21st Century Learning.  Students, working in teams of two to 
four had the opportunity to compete with one another in a friendly environment to 
demonstrate their creative, collaborative and problem-solving skills in solving open- 
ended critical thinking challenges.  Congratulations to the following teams on their 
achievement. 

Junior Video Editing: Silver   
Hannah V. 
Ben L. 
Connor H. 
 
 
Junior 3D Printing; Platinum 
Maggie R. 
Eden C. 
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Junior Technology: Gold 
Fraser W. 
Ethan A. 
Carter L. 
Josh U. 
 
Junior Robotics: Platinum 
Hannah K. 
Zoriana K. 
Ryerson D. 
Declan J. 
 
Intermediate Video Editing: Gold 
Hailey L. 
Anna P. 
 
Intermediate Technology: Silver 
Jaimee B. 
Emily B. 
Heike E. 
Evan G. 

Junior Lego Mechanics: Bronze 
Brady S. 
Kelan E. 
Sebastian A. 
Casey D. 

Intermediate Video Editing: Silver 
Jenna B. 
Jaylyn S. 

Intermediate 3D Printing: Silver 
Georgia C. 
Daniel K. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

Skills Canada 
Competition for 
Intermediate 
students 

2 3 

4 5 6 

Wellness presenta-
tion for grades 5-8 

 

School Council 
meeting 6:00 p.m. 

7 

Immunization 
shots for grade 
7 students 

 

 

8 

Grade 7/8 trip 

 

9 10 

11 

Daylight    
Savings Time 
begins 

12 

March  

Break 

13 

March  

Break 

14 

March  

Break 

15 

March  

Break 

16 

March  

Break 

17 

18 19 

 

20 

Confirmation    
parent meeting 
7:30 p.m. at the 
Church 

21 22 

School Mass 

23 

Penance 

24 

25 26 

Grade 8  
transition 
meeting with 
St. David 

27 

Officer Paul     
visiting 

28 

Seder Meal for 
grade 2        
students 

29 

Passion Play 

30 

Good Friday 

31 

March  


