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Catholic Education Week takes place from May 6th to May 10th with this year’s 
theme “Catholic Education: Living as Joyful Disciples”.  To help us celebrate we 
have many wonderful things planned during this week.  Parents are welcome to 
come and celebrate with us on Monday at 2:00 p.m. with the living Rosary and 

Tuesday at 12:20 p.m. for Career Exploration.  We are thankful for our Catholic school community 
where we can journey in faith together. Lord, help us to accompany each other in our learning as we 
grow, living as joyful disciples of Jesus and bringing good news to the world. 

 

The staff and students of St. Teresa of Avila would like to offer our prayers and warmest wishes to 
our Grade 2 students who will be celebrating the Sacrament of the Eucharist on May 5th.  May God 
bless you and your families abundantly, and as you continue to walk in faith, may Christ always be your  
guiding light. 
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NEWSLETTER 

School Newsletters and 
Cash on Line 

Our website has many links.  Not 
only will school newsletters be on 
line, but you can also reach the 
following links:  Principal Message, 
School Council and much more.   

 

Please be sure to sign up for our 
newswire service.  Information 
about this is included in your fam-
ily package you received.  This is 
the direction our school will con-
tinue to take in helping us cut 
down in paper costs and to be en-
vironmentally friendly. 

 

Welcome to Kindergarten Night 

On Tuesday May 14th, 2019 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. we 
will be hosting our JK Orientation evening with our newest 
families to St. Teresa of Avila School. We are looking    
forward to meeting everyone! 

Dates to Remember 

Grade 3 EQAO testing—May 22-24 

Grade 6 EQAO testing—May 27—May 29 

Professional Development Day—May 31 (no School) 

Please do not schedule any appointments or vacations during this 
time.These assessments provide parents and school staff with 
information combined with other teacher data that allows us to 
program properly for each and every child. During this time we 
will try to keep our school a “quiet” place to help our students 
do their best.     



School Improvement Plan 

Over the next couple of months the staff at St. Teresa of Avila will be          
assessing our journey and the goals we set out in our School Improvement Plan.  
We will be reflecting on staff knowledge and use of  Number Strings and Num-
ber Talks, working with rigorous questions and continuing to work collaboratively 
together in moderating student work.  This journey will continue into the fall 
where we will be able to further gather student data from EQAO testing, 
CCAT, CAT4 and report cards.    

 

 

Save the Date! 

The end of school BBQ is planned for June 18th at 5:00pm.  Come and enjoy 
good food, games, prizes, art displays and tractor rides!   
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Intrinsic Motivation Assembly 

Special thank-you to Mrs. Brown’s and Mrs. Bauer’s classes for organizing 
our Umbrella project around the skill of Intrinsic Motivation.  Students are 
taught that Intrinsic Motivation is motivation that comes from inside you 
instead of from external rewards like money or grades. It’s the pleasure 
you get from doing something because it is interesting, challenging and    
absorbing. When we are intrinsically motivated, we do activities for enjoy-
ment. We do not worry as much about the reward at the end. 
 
Failing to hit the goals, marks or achievements we are hoping for can be 
tough. This is even more true when the outcome was the only thing we cared 
about. 
 
When we enjoy the process, it takes some of the stress off the end result 
and makes us feel happier. In fact, being intrinsically motivated increases 
our wellbeing and our success at the end of the day.  

Our May focus is Integrity. 

FITGO Challenge  

St. Teresa of Avila won the St. David Family of schools  FITGO Challenge!  In 
celebration the students will participate in a fun filled afternoon of various 
outdoor activities some time in June.  Way to go Tornados! 

  



The Passover Seder Meal 

 
Every year we retell the story of the Freedom from 
Egypt-the First Passover.   Grade 2 students from Mrs. 
Reinhart’s and Miss Bauer’s classes sit down to a Jewish 
festive meal filled with rituals-The Seder.  The symbolic 
food reminds us of the Passover story.  We thank Mrs. 
Miltenberg for her wisdom and guidance throughout the 
Grade 2 Sacraments this 
year.  We thank all the 
families who were able to 
celebrate our Seder 
Meal. 

 

Saint Mark Passion 

Ms. Picassino’s Grade 7 class, along with student 
representatives from other grades brought the Gospel to life on Holy Thursday 
with their presentation of the Saint Mark Passion at Saint Teresa of Avila 
Church.   

Students from the primary classes added to the presentation by playing the 
roles of angels and Galileans.  This year’s presentation featured Fraser in the 
demanding role of Jesus, Hudson B.S. as James, Kate G. as Peter, Reese T. as 
Pontius Pilate and the narrator, Mary was played by Makenna K..  Thanks to Mrs. 
Tupling’s class, the storm scene was the best  ever, with both thunder and light-
ning, and the sounds of rain and waves.   

Mrs. Russell and Ms. Santarossa provided the 
instrumental music, and the small choir sang 
all the songs, joined by the congregation.  Mr. 
Gallipeau played  Simon of Syrene.  A very 
special thank-you to Mme. Baldasaro who 
spent many hours helping the students learn 
their roles and outfitted our actors. 

We were very gratified to have parents and 
parishioners attend. 

 

Emergency Drills  

Spring brings us the opportunity to practice our emergency preparedness.  In 
the coming few months we will hold one more fire drill, one lockdown drill  and 
one    tornado as part of our school emergency response plan.  It is very im-
portant for students to please bring and wear their indoor shoes. W
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 Congratulations to our Beacon of Hope Recipient 

Jaylyn S.  

The Beacon of Hope initiative is a Board award given to a junior or 
intermediate student who is an ‘unsung hero’ at their school.  These 
individuals are contributors to the life of the school, they come to 
school each day ready to give it their best and add to the positive 
climate of our schools.  The winners give witness to the virtues.  All 
the recipients for the St. David Family of Schools were recognized 
at St. Michael Parish during a breakfast with the Director and 
School Board Trustees. 

 

White Elephant Sale 

On Thursday May 2nd St. Teresa of Avila will host our annual White Elephant 
Sale to raise funds for Kids Ability. Last year we were able to raise $953.80.  
Donations are still being accepted for the sale.   

 

 

New Name for School Council 

Many of our parent school councils have differing names: parent council, school 
council, advisory council. Moving forward WCDSB will use the term Catholic 
School Advisory Council to name the parent committee that contributes to this 
very important role within our Catholic Schools. 

The name: Catholic School Advisory Council (CSAC) will more clearly define the 
advisory role of the council as well as highlight the catholic lens from which all 
of our decisions are made. 

 

 

 

Mount Mary—Grade 8 Retreat 
The Grade 8 students returned home from their Mt. Mary  
retreat exhausted and happy.  They had three days filled 
with games, hikes, crafts and spiritual growth. Everyone at 
the retreat, was impressed by the manner's the Grade 8s         

exhibited.   
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Update: Butter Tart Bake-off 

 

Can you believe it?  Canada Post has issued new Canadian stamps this month     
featuring iconic Canadian desserts, and one of them is— 

 
 

Butter Tarts! 

  

Here’s what they have to say: “Butter tarts have become an object of cultural 
pride in some Canadian communities, with several Ontario towns boasting the best 
bakers of these sweet pastries.” 

Well, we just know that one of those towns is Elmira, and more to the point, we 
are setting to prove it this week.  The Saint Teresa of Avila Butter Tart Bake-off 
will be the first to celebrate this new postage stamp.  Contact the office for your 
entry form today.  

Saint Teresa of Avila School is holding a Butter Tart Bake-Off on May 2nd. 

All (non-professional) bakers in the school community are invited to participate.  

The Butter Tart Bake-Off Challenge is a fundraiser for KidsAbility.   

The Butter Tart Bake-Off Challenge is intended to be a spirited, fun, community 
event.  

Grand Prize: publication of the winner’s Name and the winning recipe in the school 
Newsletter; name of winner/winning team on outdoor sign at school.  

The  Rules: 

Participants should: 

Complete an entry form 

Pay the $5 entry fee (all proceeds will go to KidsAbility) 

List all ingredients or provide copy of recipe (Nut-free, please: allergy/food    
sensitivity concerns) 

Provide 12 or more butter tarts (those not required for the taste test will be sold 
for $2 each as part of the fundraiser.) 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   

 

1 

 

2 

White Elephant 
Sale for       
Kids Ability 

3 

1st Communion  
Practice 

4 

5 

First Communion  

11:15 am at St.      
Teresa of Avila 
Church 

6 

Catholic  

Education Week 

Living Rosary 
2:00 pm 

7 

Career Day 
starts at 12:20 
pm 

 

CSAC meeting 
6:00-7:00 pm 

8 

Folk Dance in 
Waterloo 

9 

 

10 

 

Sledge hockey 
trip 

11 

12 

Happy Mother’s 
Day 

13 

Int. soccer 

14 

Welcome to   
Kindergarten 
Night 6:00-7:00 
pm 

Gr. 1/2 and Gr. 
3/4 trip to     

15 16 

School Mass 

Gr. 2/3 & Gr. 
4/5 Trip 

17 

 

18 

19 20 

No School 

21 

EQAO begins for 
grade 6 

22 

 

23 24 

Spirit Day—
Crazy Hair  

 

25 

 

26 27 

Special Lunch 

Grade 3 EQAO 
begins 

28 

Track and Field 
for grades 4-8 at 
St. David 

 

 

29 

Gr. 8 Cannabis 
Awareness 

Gr. 7 Emergency 
Preparedness 
Trip 

30 

Grade 7—7Up 
Day at St. David 

31 

PD Day—No 
School 

 

May  


